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In t e r n a t i o n a l  TO- Wo r k s h o p  wi t h  He c t o r  Ar i s t i z a b a l  (USA/Co l u m b i a)

When: 15.  –  21.  Ma r c h  2009    Where:  Ma r b u r g  (Ger m a n y)

 What:

What can art and theatre contribute to build up a culture of peace?  How to use theatre of the 
oppressed  in conflict-transformation and peace education?  What other esthetic elements like 
music, storytelling or rituals can enrich the TO-work with communities?  

Th e  Si x- Da y- Wo r k s h o p  wi t h  He c t o r  Ar i s t i z a b a l  st a r t s  on  Mo n d a y ,  16 th of  Ma r c h ,  an d  en d s  on  

Sa t u r d a y ,  21 st of  Ma r c h .  Th e  wo r k s h o p  wi l l  foc u s  on  the a t r e  an d  ar t s  in  pe a c e- ac t i v i s m  an d  br i n g s  

tog e t h e r  Bo a l ’ s  tec h n i q u e s  Rainbow of Desire an d  Cop  in the Head,  el e m e n t s  fro m  co m m u n i t y  

the a t r e  an d  st o r y t e l l i n g .  Th e  wo r k s h o p  las t s  ab o u t  six  to  se v e n  ho u r s  pe r  da y  an d  inc l u d e s  ce r t a i n  

mo m e n t s  to  ta l k  ab o u t  the  “how  to..” an d  “wh a t  to  th i n k  of f  wh i l e  wo r k i n g  wi t h  com m u n i t i e s . .”.  

On  Su n d a y  the  15 th of  Ma r c h  at  3  p.m.  He c t o r  wi l l  pe r f o r m  Nightwind, a  so l o- pe r f o r m a n c e  ab o u t  hi s  

ow n  tor t u r e  ex p e r i e n c e ,  in  a  loc a l  the a t r e  cen t e r .  Al l  pa r t i c i p a n t s  of  the  wo r k s h o p  ha v e  fre e  en t r a n c e  

to  the  pe r f o r m a n c e .  In  the  ev e n i n g  af t e r  the  pe r f o r m a n c e  the r e  wi l l  ta k e  pl a c e  the  fir s t  me e t i n g  wi t h  

al l  pa r t i c i p a n t s  to  ge t  to  kn o w  ea c h  ot h e r  an d  to  ta l k  ab o u t  op e n  qu e s t i o n s  an d  the  pro g r a m .   

Du r i n g  the  we e k  the r e  wi l l  be  se v e r a l  ev e n t s  in  the  ev e n i n g ,  su c h  as  a  di s c u s s i o n  wi t h  sc i e n t i s t  an d  

stu d e n t s  fro m  the  un i v e r s i t y  cen t e r  for  pe a c e-  an d  con f l i c t- st u d i e s ,  do c u m e n t a r y- film s  ab o u t  

int e r n a t i o n a l  ex a m p l e s  of  the a t r e  fo r  pe a c e  in  a  loc a l  ci n e m a  an d  an  open space wi t h  al l  pa r t i c i p a n t s  

to  pre s e n t  ow n  pro j e c t s  an d  tal k  ab o u t  ow n  ex p e r i e n c e s  wi t h  TO.  On  the  las t  da y  the r e  wi l l  be  a  

pu b l i c  pe r f o r m a n c e  in  the  st r e e t s ,  sho w i n g  el e m e n t s  of  the  wo r k  do n e  du r i n g  the  we e k  an d  als o  a  

world café, org a n i z e d  to  ref l e c t  the  ex p e r i e n c e s  du r i n g  the  wo r k s h o p  an d  to  su p p o r t  the  tra n s f e r  int o  

the  ow n  co n c r e t e  pra c t i c a l  wo r k .  Th i s  las t  da y  is  ve r y  imp o r t a n t  in  ou r  ey e s  as  it  trie s  to  ov e r c o m e  the  

us u a l  ga p  af t e r  an  int e n s e  wo r k s h o p- we e k  an d  pu t s  tog e t h e r  wh a t  we  dis c u s s  an d  ex p e r i e n c e  al l  

ov e r  the  we e k :  ac t i n g  fo r  pe a c e  in  pu b l i c  an d  the  tra n s f e r  int o  ou r  ow n  pr a c t i c e!  



For whom: 

Pr a c t i c i o n e r s  of  the a t r e  of  the  op p r e s s e d ,  the a t r e- ac t i v i s t s  an d  ot h e r s  int e r e s t e d  in  pe a c e- ac t i v i s m  

wi t h  the  me a n s  of  the a t r e .  Th i s  is  no t  an  int r o d u c t o r y  wo r k s h o p!  We  ex p e c t  the  pa r t i c i p a n t s  to  br i n g  

ex p e r i e n c e  wi t h  the a t r e  of  the  op p r e s s e d  an d  ma t e r i a l  ab o u t  ow n  pro j e c t s  to  sh a r e  wi t h  the  ot h e r s .  

Th e  wo r k s h o p  is  fo r  30  pa r t i c i p a n t s  on l y .  If  yo u  wa n t  to  tak e  pa r t ,  ple a s e  sen d  us  an  Em a i l  wi t h  som e  

de t a i l s  ab o u t  you r  ba c k g r o u n d  an d  ex p e r i e n c e  wi t h  TO.  We  ad d  yo u  on  the  lis t  an d  in  Ja n u a r y  2009  

you  wi l l  ge t  fur t h e r  in f o r m a t i o n .

How much: 

Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  fee  is  be t w e e n  150  €  an d  250  €  for  the  Wo r k s h o p ,  inc l u d i n g  foo d  fo r  six  da y s .  Ac c o r d i n g  

to  you r  fin a n c i a l  me a n s ,  you  can  de c i d e  ho w  mu c h  yo u  are  ab l e  an d  wi l l i n g  to  pa y .  As  the r e  wi l l  be  

som e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  fro m  ab r o a d ,  wh o  ad d i t i o n a l l y  ha v e  to  pa y  the  tra v e l  co s t s  an d  fo r  ot h e r  re a s o n s  

lik e  the  di f f e r e n t  so c i a l  (and  so c i o  ec o n o m i c)  ba c k g r o u n d ,  we  th i n k  th i s  is  the  be s t  wa y  to  gu a r a n t e e  

tha t  ev e r y o n e  int e r e s t e d  in  the  wo r k s h o p  can  tak e  pa r t .   

Further Details: 

Ac c o m m o d a t i o n  wi l l  be  pr o v i d e d  fo r  ev e r y o n e  in  stu d e n t s ’  ap a r t m e n t s  an d  pr i v a t e  fla t s  an d  do e s  no t  

co s t  ex t r a .  Th e r e  wi l l  be  two  veg e t a r i a n  me a l s  ea c h  da y  (lunc h  an d  di n n e r),  bre a k f a s t  ha s  to  be  

or g a n i z e d  by  the  pa r t i c i p a n t s  the m s e l v e s .  Ar r i v a l  da t e  is  the  15 th of  Ma r c h ,  the r e  wi l l  be  the  N ightwind 
pe r f o r m a n c e  at  3  p.m.  an d  a  me e t i n g  wi t h  al l  pa r t i c i p a n t s  at  8  p.m.  It  is  al s o  po s s i b l e  to  ar r i v e  the  da y  

be f o r e ,  14 th of  Ma r c h ;  in  thi s  ca s e  we  wi l l  or g a n i z e  ac c o m m o d a t i o n  ea r l i e r  for  yo u.  De p a r t u r e  da t e  is  

Su n d a y ,  the  22 nd  of  Ma r c h .  

Please bring with you: 

Sl e e p i n g  ba g s ,  mu s i c  ins t r u m e n t s ,  ma t e r i a l  ab o u t  you r  ow n  the a t r e- wo r k …  

Hector Aristizabal is  a  na t i v e  fro m  Co l u m b i a  an d  em i g r a t e d  to  

the  US A  af t e r  be i n g  to r t u r e d  by  the  Co l u m b i a n  mi l i t a r y  be c a u s e  of  hi s  

en g a g e m e n t  in  hu m a n  rig h t s  ac t i v i s m .  Fo r  se v e r a l  ye a r s  he  ha s  be e n  

wo r k i n g  as  a  the r a p i s t ,  ac t o r  an d  pe a c e  ac t i v i s t  in  pr i s o n s ,  sc h o o l s  

an d  al l  ki n d s  of  com m u n i t i e s  wi t h  the  me a n s  of  the a t r e  an d  ar t s .  He  

com b i n e s  va r i o u s  kin d s  of  rit u a l s ,  mu s i c s ,  sto r y t e l l i n g  an d  so c i a l  

the a t r e  in  his  wo r k  an d  no w  is  tra v e l l i n g  a  lot  th r o u g h  di f f e r e n t  reg i o n s  

of  the  wo r l d  to  sha r e  hi s  ex p e r i e n c e .  He c t o r  is  al s o  an  ex p e r i e n c e d  

pr a c t i t i o n e r  of  Bo a l ’ s  the a t r e  of  the  op p r e s s e d ,  wh i c h  he  us e s  a  lot  in  

con f l i c t- tra n s f o r m a t i o n  an d  co m m u n i t y- or g a n i z i n g .  

    Contact and Registration:  
Tim  Kr a u s e ,  Do m i n i k  W e r n e r ,  Ing a  Hö l z e l ,  Em a i l :  inf o @ s p e c t a c t o r s- ma r b u r g . n e t  

We are looking forward to welcome you in Marburg!!!

mailto:info@spectactors-marburg.net

